
Acts	  16	  (NRSV)	  
11	  We	  set	  sail	  from	  Troas	  and	  took	  a	  straight	  course	  to	  Samothrace,	  
the	  following	  day	  to	  Neapolis,	  12	  and	  from	  there	  to	  Philippi,	  which	  
is	   a	   leading	   city	  of	   the	  district	   of	  Macedonia	   and	  a	  Roman	   colony.	  
We	  remained	  in	  this	  city	  for	  some	  days.	  13	  On	  the	  sabbath	  day	  we	  
went	  outside	  the	  gate	  by	  the	  river,	  where	  we	  supposed	  there	  was	  a	  
place	  of	  prayer;	  and	  we	  sat	  down	  and	  spoke	  to	  the	  women	  who	  had	  
gathered	   there.	   14	  A	   certain	  woman	  named	  Lydia,	   a	  worshiper	  of	  
God,	  was	   listening	   to	   us;	   she	  was	   from	   the	   city	   of	   Thyatira	   and	   a	  
dealer	  in	  purple	  cloth.	  The	  Lord	  opened	  her	  heart	  to	  listen	  eagerly	  
to	  what	  was	   said	   by	   Paul.	   15	  When	   she	   and	   her	   household	  were	  
baptized,	  she	  urged	  us,	  saying,	  “If	  you	  have	  judged	  me	  to	  be	  faithful	  
to	  the	  Lord,	  come	  and	  stay	  at	  my	  home.”	  And	  she	  prevailed	  upon	  us.	  

16	  One	  day,	  as	  we	  were	  going	  to	  the	  place	  of	  prayer,	  we	  met	  a	  slave-‐
girl	  who	  had	  a	  spirit	  of	  divination	  and	  brought	  her	  owners	  a	  great	  
deal	  of	  money	  by	  fortune-‐telling.	  17	  While	  she	  followed	  Paul	  and	  us,	  
she	  would	  cry	  out,	  “These	  men	  are	  slaves	  of	  the	  Most	  High	  God,	  who	  
proclaim	  to	  you	  a	  way	  of	  salvation.”	  18	  She	  kept	  doing	  this	  for	  many	  
days.	  But	  Paul,	  very	  much	  annoyed	  (diaponeomai),	  turned	  and	  said	  
to	  the	  spirit,	  “I	  order	  you	  in	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  to	  come	  out	  of	  
her.”	  And	  it	  came	  out	  that	  very	  hour.	  

19	  But	  when	  her	  owners	  saw	  that	  their	  hope	  of	  making	  money	  was	  
gone,	   they	   seized	   Paul	   and	   Silas	   and	   dragged	   them	   into	   the	  
marketplace	  before	  the	  authorities	  .	  .	   .	   .	  40	  After	  leaving	  the	  prison	  
they	   went	   to	   Lydia’s	   home;	   and	   when	   they	   had	   seen	   and	  
encouraged	  the	  brothers	  and	  sisters	  there,	  they	  departed.	  

The	  Slave	  Girl	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Lydia

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

• Foil:	  a	  character	  who_______________________________	  with	  another	  
character,	  to	  highlight	  qualities	  of	  the	  other	  character.	  	  

• The	  church	  is	  not	  called	  to	  be	  ________________________________	  by	  

the	  _____________________________________	  in	  their	  oppression,	  the	  

church	  is	  called	  to	  set	  the	  oppressed	  	  ____________________________.	  

• diaponeomai:	  annoyed,	  _________________________	  out.

Who	  is	  Lydia?	  
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________


